
 

 

MASS,  SPACE  AND  TIME 
 
 

The So Very Little We Know; Man Has Much To Learn  
 
 

It is well accepted, today, that mass, space and time are related to one another. 
 
It is one of the essential rules that has been found, tested, and fully accepted in respect of 
aspects of the universe, thanks to the work of Albert Einstein’s theory of general relativity. 
 
Scientist, today, are attempting to discover much more of that which must be the rules of 
the universe – for they must exist, it is well accepted. 
 
Today, it is well known that the collapse of formerly giant stars in the universe, for one 
reason or another, is one or more of the reasons for the creation of black holes in regions of 
space. 
 
A black hole is defined as being regions in space that gravity, just beneath its surface 
– named formerly as ‘event horizon,’ is sufficiently strong that nothing – not even light 
– can escape. 
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At the centre of a black hole – it has been given the nomenclature, ‘singularity,’ – but 
scientists, the world over, have little information of this point, being infinitively small and 
infinitively dense. 
 
Scientists are well aware that they know very little about the universe, how stars are 
created and, seemingly, how stars ‘die,’ and why and how, try as they may, it might be 
many billions of eons for them ever to learn how giant stars were – and are – created – 
as we know them, today – and what, if any, there are life forms – as we know them in 
man’s thinking, today – on some or the many millions of stars, about which they know 
absolutely nothing.     
 
Many of the aspects, mentioned above – and there must be many more aspects, of course 
– might be likened to that which many world-be loquacious scientists and economists try to 
make seemingly determinations which, to some degree, seem to have quintessential aspects, 
whereas that which they make claims that, to a very great degree, are, at best, garrulous. 
 
The following are some of the aspects about which man acknowledges in that which are thought 
to be today’s great pool of man’s simplicity knowledge, compared to that of the empty void of 
the universe yet to be understood. 

 
Part  Sixteen 

 
 

DOCTOR  MICHAEL  FROMAN  HAS  HIS  SAY 
 
 

On or about Friday, March 20, 2026, Doctor Michael Froman, the President, Council on Foreign Relations, 
determined to put his conceptualisation in respect of the war, that had been raging in Iran as it entered the third 
week. 
 

Doctor Michael Froman, in the first paragraph of his determinations, made the suggestion in respect of that 
which he suggests was ‘the most pressing challenge,’ facing The United States of America with regard to the 
situation in the water way of The Strait of Hormuz. 
 
Doctor Michael Froman stated, in his suggestions with regard to efforts to get maritime cargo, moving again 
through The Strait of Hormuz. 

 
President Donald Trump, earlier in the week of March 20, efforts had been made to call upon NATO (North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation [北大西洋公約組織]) and other allies, as well as The People’s Republic of China, 

to help The United States of America in order to keep security in this important waterway. 
 
The following was the response which was, in words: ‘Not positive.’  
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The following is how Doctor Michael Froman’s sees the present situation as it stands, today: 
 

‘As the war in Iran enters its third week, the most pressing challenge facing the United 
States is opening the Strait of Hormuz.  

 
‘In an effort to get maritime cargo moving again, President Donald Trump earlier this 
week called on NATO and other allies, as well as China, to help the United States (of 
America to) secure the (important) waterway. 
 
‘The initial response was not positive. Asian and European partners said something to 

the effect that this wasn’t their war.  
 
‘German Chancellor Friedrich Merz declared,  
 

“To this day, there is no convincing plan for how this operation could succeed. 
Washington has not consulted us and did not say European assistance was necessary.”  

 
‘(From) French President Emmanuel Macron was more blunt:  
 

“We are not party to the conflict.”  
 
‘(From the) Finnish president Alexander Stubb suggested that Europe (might consider 

offering) military support in Iran in exchange for more assistance to Ukraine and ensuring 
any peace deal favours Kyiv, not Moscow. (President) Stubb’s offer hasn’t gained much 
traction, at least for now. 
 
‘Then, in a joint statement released yesterday, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
the United Kingdom, and the Netherlands expressed their “readiness to contribute to 

appropriate efforts to ensure safe passage through the strait.”  
 
‘(President) Trump might welcome this declaration, but it is a lukewarm commitment, to 
say the least. 
 
‘China hasn’t offered to join the president’s (resident’s) coalition, which is not surprising 

but noteworthy, given the fact that the stakes of the current war are particularly high for 
Beijing. Some 40 percent of China’s crude oil imports and some 30 percent of its import 
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) typically flow through the Strait of Hormuz. That said, 
ahead of the war, China amassed a massive emergency stockpile of around 1.4 billion 
barrels of crude, and it has other means to import LNG — giving the country some buffer 
before domestic energy shortages occur.  

 
‘It also is benefitting from the fact that Iran appears to be letting ships bound for China 
through the strait. Indeed, China might see it as in its interest to have the United States 
(being) bogged down with Iran (as some Chinese officials (have) said of U.S. involvement 
in Ukraine).  
 

‘As (Mister) Ed Luce analyzed for the Financial Times,  
 

“That China has no intention of sending minesweepers to the Strait of Hormuz is 
clear. The question is whether (or not) (President) Xi Jinping (習近平) wants to see 

Trump backed into a corner.”  
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‘The Asia Pacific region needs the strait reopened, and it would surely benefit Europe to 
see it reopened too. CFR’s Josh Kurlantzick wrote earlier this week that India, Japan, 
Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, and Thailand are dependent on foreign oil imports, and 
some 80 percent of oil and LNG transiting the strait is headed for Asia. Europe relies on 

the strait for a significant share of its LNG, fertilizer, and crude oil imports as well.  
 
‘The LNG dependency is most acute, and Iran’s strikes on Qatar’s Ras Laffan Industrial 
City — the world’s largest LNG export facility — will cause lasting disruptions.  
 
‘Just Thursday morning, QatarEnergy announced that it might invoke force majeure and 

renege on large, long-term delivery commitments to Belgium, China, Italy, and South 
Korea as a result of damage from Iranian strikes. LNG terminals are uniquely costly, 
complex, and time intensive to build. Ras Laffan was built over three decades.  
 
‘As one energy analyst put it, “This has always been my nightmare scenario, my Armageddon 
scenario, the one I didn’t want to happen.” 

 
‘Trump’s administration officials have repeatedly stated that “America First does not mean 

America alone.” In this case, at least, with regard to our allies in Europe and Asia, it might. 
The (sitting) president (of The United States of America) posted on Truth Social this week 
(in these stated):  
 

“I am not surprised by their action, however, because I always considered NATO, 
where we spend Hundreds of Billions of Dollars per year protecting these same 
Countries, to be a one way street — We will protect them, but they will do nothing 
for us, in particular, in a time of need ... Because of the fact that we have had such 
Military Success, we no longer “need,” or desire, the NATO Countries’ assistance 
— WE NEVER DID! Likewise, Japan, Australia, or South Korea. In fact, speaking 

as President of the United States of America, by far the Most Powerful Country 
Anywhere in the World, WE DO NOT NEED THE HELP OF ANYONE!” 

 
‘The United States does have the world’s most powerful military, but there’s strength in 
coalition building. During the 1991 Gulf War, more than 30 countries fought alongside the 
United States, contributing more than 160,000 troops, more than 500 combat aircraft, and 

more than 60 naval vessels. Compare this to when the United States invaded Iraq in 2003. 
Many allies and partners may have voiced support for the Iraq War but only a handful, 
including Australia, Denmark, and Poland, actually contributed combat troops and 
capabilities. And needless to say, the United States would stand to benefit from the support  
of Indo-Pacific and European partners in this war. For example, while the United States 
recently decommissioned a number of old minesweepers, Europe boasts extensive 

minesweeping capabilities—operating some 150 minesweepers and minehunters – with most 
of these hulls and crews having engaged in regular NATO mine countermeasure training. 
 
‘In the context of actions, the Trump administration has taken over the last fourteen 
months which have caused tension with allies and partners—from the imposition of tariffs 
to the threats to take territory—there has been a lingering question as to whether (or not) 

other countries would still be there for the United States when we needed their help.  
There are data points on both sides. On one hand, we saw more than fifty countries meet  
in Washington earlier this year to lay the groundwork for a new critical minerals value  
chain through the new Forum on Resource Geostrategic Engagement (FORGE) initiative. 
But as I noted then, this doesn’t mean that countries are willing to join any U.S.-led 
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coalition of the willing, particularly when they see an issue—rightly or wrongly—serving 
U.S. interests more than their own.  
 
‘As a general matter, we should be able to expect countries to act according to their national 

interests, regardless of their pique over unrelated issues. It’s one thing to rally countries 
around decreasing their dependence on China in the wake of supply chain weaponization; 
it’s another to ask countries to fight alongside the United States in a war when they weren’t 
consulted about ahead of time and about which they might have serious misgivings. 
 
‘Indeed, other countries have politics too. When it comes to controversial or unpopular 

actions, like going to war and sending troops into harm’s way, the Strait of Hormuz case 
might be an indication that the goodwill and political capital necessary to respond 
positively to a U.S. request is now limited.  
 
‘For all the progress that the administration has made in getting allies and partners to 
spend more on their own defense, we still have work to do to get them comfortable in 

continuing to follow our lead, particularly into conflict situations.’ 
 

Something to Consider in Respect of Securities Fraud Cases 

 
Also, on March 20, 2026, the Eastern Magistrates’ Courts of Hongkong made the determination to grant an 
application for the first time, by the Department of Justice of Hongkong, to transfer a securities fraud case 
brought by the Securities and Futures Commission (證券及期貨事務監察委員會) (SFC), to the District Court 

for criminal proceedings. 
 
This marks the first time in which a criminal prosecution for securities fraud, involving illegal short selling 
under Section 300 of The Securities and Futures Ordinance (SFO) will be held in the District Court. 
 

The first hearing in the District Court will take place on April 9, 2026. 
 

‘The two defendants in the case, Mr Chan Hoi Shing (陳海城) and Mr Li Po Ching (李寶程), 

allegedly employed a fraudulent scheme involving illegal short selling in the shares of 28 
Hong Kong-listed companies, in contravention of section 300 of the SFO (Note 1). 

 

‘At today’s hearing, the Court extended bail to Chan and Li on these conditions: (i) not to 
leave Hong Kong; (ii) surrender all travel documents; (iii) regular reporting to the police 
station; (iv) cash bail of $280,000 each; and (v) reside at the reported residential address 
and inform the Police of any change of residential address.’ 

*     *     * 

While targetnewspapers.com makes every attempt to ensure accuracy of all data published,  

targetnewspapers.com cannot be held responsible for any errors and/or omissions. 


